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Anatomical tract tracing

Eliane Comoli et al. (2003). A direct projection from superior colliculus to substantia
nigra for detecting salient visual events. Nat. Neurosci. 6, 974 - 980 
Figure 1. The tectonigral projection revealed by anterograde and retrograde tract 
tracing. 
(a) A darkfield photomontage of a parasagittal section of the rat midbrain illustrating an 
injection site of the anterograde tracer BDA in the caudal intermediate layers of the SC, 
with ventrally projecting tectonigral fibers (white arrows) directed to TH-positive regions 
(purple) of the SNc. (b) Tectonigral fibers with numerous boutons coursing rostrally (top-
right to bottom-left) in a parasagittal section, running between TH-positive cells (purple) 
in SNc. (c) Tectonigral boutons in close association with a TH-immunopositive neuron in 
SNc. Note also the anterogradely labeled terminals in adjacent TH-negative regions. (d) 
Tectonigral boutons apposed to a TH-positve perikaryon in the ventral tegmental area. (e) 
An injection site of the retrograde tracer cholera toxin subunit b (CTb) in the lateral SNc in 
coronal section (f) A darkfield photomicrograph of an adjacent section showing the
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